II. Additional Evidence/Reflection on Progress Toward Goals

90% of students who sit annually for Regents Exam in Science and Mathematics will pass these assessments by the final year of school’s charter.
We continue to be committed to this expectation for high levels of academic attainment for all of our students with the final year of our school’s charter in mind. Although this is a long term goal we have achieved our long range (5 year) achievement target in the area of Science as demonstrated by externally moderated measures primarily performance on the New York State Regents Examination.
The students in our third cohort (9th grade) met and exceeded expectations in Science as measured by their performance on the June 2009 New York State Living Environment Regents Examination. The performance results of the 9th grade demonstrates that 90% passed at the new state cutoff score >65. These results also demonstrate that we have met our achievement target for the final year of charter at the end of Year Three. Please see the chart below.
Third Cohort

Grade 9

Living Environment Regents
June 2009

Percent Pass & Fail
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	Total Tested
	84
	Percent

	Total Passed
	76
	90%

	Total Failed
	8
	10%


Upon a careful analysis of the disaggregated scores for the ELL, Specials Needs and ELL/Special Needs students on the Living Environment exam, the benefits of full inclusion and heterogeneous grouping for this cohort are demonstrated in their overall performance. The achievement outcomes for the ELL and Special Needs population, also demonstrates the value of having ongoing professional development on how to differentiate instruction in a culture of high expectations. 
Please see the chart provided below with the disaggregated data that reflects the performance of this population. Eighty Six percent (86%) of Special Needs students, 60% percent (60%) of ELL/Special Needs and One hundred percent (100%) of ELL students seated for the Living Environment exam passed at the new state cut off of  >65.
Third Cohort

Grade 9

Living Environment Regents 
June 2009

ELL and Special Needs Groups
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	ELL/Special Needs
	ELL/Special Needs
	ELL
	Special Needs
	Total Tested

	Number/ Percent of Students
	3
	20%
	7
	47%
	5
	33%
	15


ELL and Special Needs Groups Pass-Fail
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	ELL/Special Needs
	Total Tested
	Pass
	Fail

	ELL
	7
	6
	86%
	1
	14%

	      Special Needs
	5
	3
	60%
	2
	40%

	ELL/Special Needs

	3
	3
	100%
	0
	0%

	Total 
	15
	12
	80%
	3
	20%


In the area of Mathematics our school’s leadership and Board continue to be committed to our mission of high expectations of academic attainment for all of our students by Year five our school’s charter. The academic progress that our Third cohort of students (9th Grade) demonstrated on their performance on the Integrated Algebra Regents in June 2009 is evidence that we are on moving steadily towards meeting our benchmark of 90% of our students passing by 2011.  
The steady pattern of academic progress as measured by results on the NYS Regents examination in mathematics shows that our first, second and third cohort have made steady gains in Year One (62%), Year Two (63%). In Year Three sixty-eight percent (68%) of our students passed at the new state cutoff score of > 65 in the June 2009 administration.
Sixty-three percent of the ELL students seated for exam (8) passed the Integrated Algebra exam. Although our students outperformed their peers in neighboring high schools as measured by the attainment of scores on the Integrated Algebra examination, we expected results that were closer to 75% passing.  After careful review of the data, there appeared to be three factors that impacted upon the results for the third cohort (9th Grade). The first factor was test performance on a fairly new mathematics Regents exam-- Integrated Algebra.  The second factor was the new state passing cutoff score was increased to at >65 as of January 2009. Please see the charts provided below for total students seated (79) and percentage passing (68%) in the 9th grade. The third factor was the number of Special Needs students (2) and ELL/Special Needs students (4) who sat for the exam and failed. 
In conclusion, most of these students would have passed at the >55   passing cut off score but struggled to achieve the new passing score. Most of the students seated for this exam passed the Living Environment Regents. We will continue to strive for increased results on the NYS Regents in Mathematics while simultaneously implementing test taking strategies to assist the Special Needs student in having a greater opportunities for success on the Integrated Regents exam.
ELL and Special Needs Groups

Third Cohort

Grade 9
Integrated Algebra
Regents June 2009
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	Total Tested
	79
	

	Total Passed 
	54
	68%

	Total Failed
	26
	32%


Third Cohort

Grade 9
Integrated Algebra
Regents June 2009
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	ELL/Special Needs
	ELL/Special Needs
	ELL
	Special Needs
	Total Tested

	Number/ Percent of Students
	4
	29%
	8
	57%
	2
	14%
	14


Integrated Algebra Regents June 2009

 Grade 9

ELL and Special Needs Groups Pass-Fail
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	ELL/Special Needs
	Total Tested
	Pass
	Fail

	ELL
	8
	5
	63%
	3
	37%

	      Special Needs
	2
	2
	100%
	0
	0%

	ELL/Special Needs

	4
	0
	0%
	4
	100%

	Total 
	14
	7
	50%
	7
	50%


Performance on Global History Regents Examinations

68% of those 10th grade students seated for the Global History Regents passed exceeding performance of neighboring community high schools. Please see the chart that is provided below.

Second Cohort

Grade 10

Global History & Geography
Regents June 2009
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	Total Tested
	44
	

	Total Passed 
	30
	68%

	Total Failed
	14
	32%


ELL and Special Needs Groups

Global History & Geography 
Third Cohort

Grade 10

Regents June 2009
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	ELL/Special Needs
	ELL/Special Needs
	ELL
	Special Needs
	Total Tested

	Number/ Percent of Students
	1
	33%
	1


	33%
	1
	33%
	3




Global History & Geography
Third Cohort

Grade 10

 Regents June 2009

ELL and Special Needs Groups Pass-Fail
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	ELL/Special Needs
	Total Tested
	Pass
	Fail

	ELL
	1
	1
	100%
	0
	0%

	      Special Needs
	1
	0
	0%
	1
	100%

	ELL/Special Needs

	1
	0
	0%
	1
	100%

	Total 
	3
	1
	33%
	2
	67%


For the June 2009 administration of the Regents exams in the areas of Science, English, and U.S. History 90% our students have met and exceeded expectations as compared with neighboring schools and measured against the stated goals (>75% passing) in the Accountability Plan for Charter Schools at the New York City Department of Education (NYCDOE).  
First Cohort

Grade 11

English Comprehensive Regents 
June 2009
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	Total Tested
	35
	Percent

	Total Passed 
	31
	89%

	Total Failed
	4
	11%


ELL and Special Needs
First Cohort

Grade 11

English Comprehensive Regents 
June 2009
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	ELL & Spec Needs
	E.L.L
	Spec. Needs
	Total Tested

	Number/ Percent of Students
	4
	50%
	4
	50%
	8


First Cohort

Grade 11

English Comprehensive Regents 
June 2009

ELL & Special Needs Groups 
[image: image12.emf]75%

50%

25%

50%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

      Pass      Fail

ELL

Spec Needs


	ELL & Spec Needs
	Pass
	Fail

	ELL
	3
	75%
	1
	25%

	Special Needs
	2
	50%
	2
	50%

	Total Tested
	5
	62%
	3
	38%


First Cohort

Grade 11

U.S. History & Government Regents 
June 2009 
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	Total Tested
	34
	Percent

	Total Passed
	27
	80%

	Total Failed
	7
	20%


First Cohort Grade 11

U.S. History & Government Regents 
June 2009

ELL and Special Needs Groups
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	ELL & Special Needs
	ELL
	Special Needs
	Total Tested

	Number/ Percent of Students
	3
	43%
	4
	57%
	7




U.S. History & Government Regents June 2009

Grade 11

ELL and Special Needs Groups 
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	ELL and Special Needs
	Pass
	Fail

	ELL
	1
	33%
	2
	67%

	Special Needs
	2
	50%
	2
	50%

	Total Tested
	3
	43%
	4
	57%


Our student population is predominantly Latino ( ) and linguistically diverse with varying levels of proficiency and literacy in English (L2). _________percent (30%) of our students are ELLs and _________ are Special Needs. Given these variables and the demographics of our student population, an annual performance goal of 75% of cohort passing is within 7% points closer to how our students have performed annually in the areas of Mathematics.  These results are aligned with our authorizer’s (NYCDOE) Accountability Plan. We submitted an official request to our authorizer in March of 2009 for a material change for consistency with the NYDOE Accountability Plan. In order to maintain ongoing sustainable high levels of student performance and to ensure that our charter school continues to meet our desired achievement goals, we opened additional course review sections in Chemistry and Integrated Algebra in the previous academic year for students who are scheduled to re-take the Regents. This will contribute toward staying on course and meeting our performance benchmarks. We also continue to provide ongoing instructional support and enrichment for ELL and Special Needs students.
Value Added
The Living Environment (LE) Regent examination is the required science regent that we prepare and accelerate our high school students to sit for in the ninth grade. The students who have passed the LE Regent are also prepared for one additional science regents which is the Chemistry Regents. As a High School, our students benefit from taking and passing a Chemistry Regents for Advanced Regents credit at >85 passing score.  In addition, our charter school receives additional points towards our Performance Index (PI) that is calculated into our overall scores that will be reported in our “School Report Card” in 2011. Every student who has already met one science requirement and has taken and passed a second science Regent contributes positively to increasing our school’s accountability report. 
This academic year 57% of the students seated for the Chemistry Regents exam passed. Please see the chart provided below.
Second Cohort 

Grade 10

Chemistry Regents 
June 2009
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	Total Tested
	21
	Percent

	Total Passed 
	12
	57%

	Total Failed
	9
	43%
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